GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST

links them together and contrasts them with the drama in his
theory. The distinctions which he makes in his correspondence
with Schiller on the epic and the drama are a corollary of his
observations in Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre on the differences
between the novel and the drama. We may surmise that his
attempts to write epics on Achilles and on William Tell failed
because his narrative impulse conflicted with the presentation of
legendary heroes who, in his work, belong to the realm of the
drama and not to that of the epic or of the novel.
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